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supervision With education care and proper understanding
the aborigine could doubtless be gnen a much better place
in the development of the north than he now occupies

The  comparative   absence   of  tropical   diseases   of   the
malarial type is  one hopeful aspect for settlement     The

FIG 63   BEEF CATTLE NORTHERN AUSTRALIA
Beef cattle grazing is the great industry of the tropical grasslands
in, Northern Australia
population of the Northern Terntory before the war was
estimated to be about 6 OCX) most of whom are engaged m
the cattle industry or in government services The pearl
fishing industry centred on Broome was suffering a decline
in recent >ears but there has been an increase in the pro
duction of minerals of various types
Darwin is the administrative centre for the Northern
Terntory but its progress as a port has been slow owing
to the undeveloped hinterland and the infrequent steamer